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The building, which externally is nearly square,
being two hundred and seventy-three feet in
length, by two hundred and forty-seven in
breadth, is internally divided by pillars into the
shape of a Greek cross. It is, however, the
general character of the building only which
remains unchanged. We should now probably
look in vain for the western vestibule in which
the penitents took their humble station.; and
certainly, for its baptistery, its gorgeous sacristy,
the marble balustrade separating the nave from
the choir, and terminated by the thrones of the
Emperor and the Patriarch, the altar in the
eastern apse, the seats of the clergy around it,
the brazen galleries and gates of bronze, and
the countless mosaics, precious stones and metals
with which the shrine was enriched.

The marbles of St. Sophia were the most
elaborate and varied that tbe world" could
supply, including, among its hundred columns,
every species; the pale Carystian, the Phrygian
of rose colour or purple, the starred porphyry
of Egypt, the green Laconian, the golden